
I grew up in a loving home where we regularly
went to church. I had a good childhood and a
good relationship with my family. Things started
to change for me in junior high school when I
made poor decisions about who I was and what
crowd I was going to hang out with. I was always
into sports growing up, partic-
ularly basketball. In the sixth
grade, I also took up skate-
boarding. This introduced me
to a new group of friends. In
junior high, I had always
planned to try out for basket-
ball, but the risk of being "un-
cool" in my new friends' eyes
was too much. I never tried
out. I always regretted that
decision. This same cycle
carried over into high school,
and it wasn't long before I quit
going to church.  From then on, my life would
begin to spiral out of control.  

At the age of sixteen, I began drinking and smok-
ing marijuana. I forgot all about God and going to
church, and I became consumed with partying,
thinking only of myself. My grades took a serious
nosedive, and I ended up not graduating. My self-
esteem continued to fade and so did my self-
worth. Drugs and alcohol seemed to numb the
pain, and I felt accepted with my new friends. I
eventually attained my GED, but I kept right on
partying.  

When I turned nineteen, my father passed away
suddenly of heart failure at the age of forty-five. I
had grown apart from him through my using and
never really got to tell him how much I loved him.
I was crushed and began using more heavily than
ever before. By the time I turned twenty-one, I
was going to the bars every night. There, it was
through a group of new "friends" I was introduced
to cocaine. From this point on there really was no
going back. I was consumed. I wasn't able to hold
down a job. I began using crack-cocaine to fill the
void that was inside me. I struggled like this for
nine years.

Everything came to a head on July 1st, 2006
when my brother, whom I was very close to,
committed suicide. I was hurt, scared, and very

angry. I knew I could take two different paths at
this point in my life. Either I could dive as deep as
ever into drugs or try to turn my life around. I quit
drinking and using drugs. I got a good job and
was ready to settle into a career, but something
was missing. I soon started to feel empty inside,

and after about six months, I
started drinking again. I only
drank a little at first because I
thought I could control it, but
soon I was drinking heavily. It
wasn't long before crack-
cocaine was controlling my life
again. I lost my job and my
family was done with me. I didn't
have any hope that things would
ever be different. I didn't know
what to do or where to turn. My
life had turned into a horrible
nightmare, and I couldn't stop

using even though I had tried over and over
again. I was running from something much
bigger, and I didn't even know it. 

One day in June of 2007, both my family and I
had had enough. I was ready to do anything to
change my life. My mother, who is a dedicated
Christian, had learned about Teen Challenge
from her church, and I was ready to go. My mom
and her church had been praying for me for a
long time. I am the result of many answered
prayers, and on July 1st, 2007, one year to the
day that my brother died, I gave my life to Christ.
Immediately, that void and emptiness that I had
felt for so many years was filled. I now know that
a relationship with Jesus Christ was all I've ever
needed.

I now have a new sense of self-esteem and
confidence that I have never had before. I was
always really shy and withdrawn. Teen Challenge
has helped me grow in these areas
tremendously through faith-based counseling and
teachings that have really opened my eyes to just
how much God loves each one of us. I know that
God has plans for me. Since my salvation and
joining Teen Challenge, God has restored
relationships with my mom, my brother, and my
sister. God is doing mighty works in me, and I am
excited to see what is in store.
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2008 Graduation: A Time to Celebrate

Colfax Training Center

900 N. League Rd.

PO Box 185

Colfax, IA 50054

ph.  515.674.3713

fax. 515.674.4463

Teen Challenge

Admission and

Crisis Center

1709 10th St.

Des Moines, IA

50314

515.282.5249

You can reach our

Admissions Director

by email at:

i.hunsberger@tcmid.org

Visit our website at:

www.tcmid.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

Pella Women’s Home

714 Independence St.

Pella, IA 

50219-1828

641.628.2808

Teen Challenge of Nebraska

Teen Challenge of Nebraska

You can reach our

other Midlands 

centers at:

What an exciting weekend! Every year
we gather with students, staff, and
friends of Teen Challenge of the
Midlands to honor the accomplishment
of our graduates. In order to graduate,
these men have completed the
Training, Induction, and Re-entry
phases of our program and have lived
successfully outside of Teen Challenge
for one year. 

We started out the festivities on Friday
evening with a barbeque and concert in
the Colfax park. The weather was
absolutely beautiful as we worshiped
along with Jeff Booth and the Glad
Tidings Worship Band of Omaha,
Nebraska. 

As always, Saturday morning included
a delicious brunch put on by the Colfax
Training Center's kitchen. The day was
passed playing games, drinking coffee,
and sharing in fellowship together. We
gathered Saturday evening at Point of
Grace Church in Waukee, Iowa. The
2008 graduates entered the auditorium
to Pomp & Circumstance dressed in
cap and gown. They shared their
testimonies through video, Tom Allen of
Point of Grace Church shared a
message with the graduates, and then
Bob Larson, Executive Director, Colfax
Training Center, and Isaac Hunsberger,
Executive Director, Admission and
Crisis Center, handed the graduates
their diplomas. The 2008 Leadership
Award was given to Brad and Nancy
Janssen, owners of AQ Allstate Pest
Control. The Janssens have blessed
our Iowa centers with their services for
many years. The 2008 Successful

Alumni Award was given to Curt
Edgecomb, who was part of Teen
Challenge of the Midlands' first gradu-
ating class. The evening was finished
off with another feast put on by our
Colfax center. Point of Grace church
honored our graduates again on
Sunday morning and provided a
beautiful meal for our staff and
students following the church services.

Thank you to all of our donors who helped
put on this wonderful Celebration
Weekend and congratulations and best of
wishes to all of our graduates. We are so
proud of you!

A graduate and current staff member 
of the Colfax Training Center

Two of our graduates celebrate the day!
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