
Happy Thanksgiving From the Teen Challenge Family!
It is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God; 

to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine 
repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy

Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations are blessed whose God is the Lord. 

We know that by His divine law, nations, like individuals, are subjected to punishments and 
chastisements in this world. May we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war which 

now desolates the land may be a punishment inflicted upon us for our presumptuous sins, to the 
needful end of our national reformation as a whole people? 

We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been preserved these many years
in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. 

But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multi-
plied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our 
hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. 
Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of 

redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us. 

It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully 
acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. I do therefore invite 

my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are
sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November as a day of

Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father Who dwelleth in the heavens. 

--Abraham Lincoln's Thanksgiving Proclamation October 3, 1863
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Set Free: A Testimony of God’s Saving Grace
Growing up, I was always a creative,

adventurous and curious little kid. I remember
building tree houses, drawing pictures or
inventing things. I had a great childhood, got
along with my brother and sister and had loving
parents. My parents found out early on
that I had a learning disability. This
affected me for most of my life. I
was in and out of special learning
classes until I was in the tenth
grade. At that point, things
sort-of clicked and I started to
understand. I went from a D
and C student to an A and B
student. 

I lived an average life in a
small town in central
Nebraska, and I knew there
was something bigger out
there for me than just partying
on the weekends and working a
dead-end job. I won a national
full-ride scholarship to the Art
Institute of Colorado. I packed up all
my stuff, said good-bye, and was off to the
big city. Things went well for me, and my fam-
ily was really happy. College was the time for
me to shine; I worked hard in my studies and
ended up graduating at the top of my class. I
gained a reputation for my work and I started to
acquire more and more confidence. I started to
get an attitude and I thought I could do it all. I
got a dream job right out of college, which
added to that mindset. I was on top of the
world and living in the fast lane. I developed a
“work hard, play hard” lifestyle, and it was at
this point that I ran across cocaine. 

Cocaine took my lifestyle to a new level. I
started out doing a little on the weekends, but
was soon doing it during the week to keep up
with my life. I was burning the candle from both
ends. I started to miss work, taking all my
vacation and sick days. People started 
wondering what was going on with me. I also
started selling the drug to people at work to
support my habit. Dealing gave me the feeling
that I was “needed.” I kept on partying until
finally, the candle went out. I couldn’t take it

anymore, and I needed help. I prayed for the
first time in years. I knew there was a God, but
I didn’t know what a true relationship with Him
was. Peace came over me and I had a feeling
that things were going to be okay. I made an

appointment at work with the HR depart-
ment and told them that I had a 

problem and needed help. I started
seeing a drug counselor, but tried

to rely on my own strength to
get better. I knew it wasn’t
working and that I needed
more help. By the grace of
God, my mom was in town
and I told her I needed to go
into a drug program. We
looked into a couple of treat-
ment centers, and they
looked good from the outside,

but I didn’t have a good feeling
about them and they were also

really expensive. My mom told
me about a family member that

went to a place called Teen Challenge.
I immediately said no, but after a while, she

talked me into at least going to look at it. I finally
agreed. We found out that the price was only
$400 for the full fifteen months; we couldn’t
believe it! I felt in my heart that it was right. 

Driving up to Teen Challenge I could feel
there was something different. One of the stu-
dents came out and grabbed my bags with a
big smile on his face. Everybody was happy
and it was really refreshing. During my first
chapel service, everybody was worshipping
with their hands raised and they were so
happy. I wanted what they had. Later that
same day I dedicated my life to Jesus Christ
and I can honestly say my life has not been the
same since. Someone recently asked me if I
like it here, and without even thinking I said,
“This has been the best time of my life!” 

Through the ministry of Teen Challenge, I
now have a solid foundation in Christ and can’t
imagine my life any other way. I feel loved, and
the passions that God has birthed in me are
truly amazing. Thank you Jesus for every-
thing—I live my life totally for you.


