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Another Memorable Weekend

Our 2010 Winter Wi veso

Wiand a cake and punch reception. This Saturday evening ac-

rable weekend of shared friendships, fun, fellowship, teacltivity has become an annual event of our past four Winter

ing sessions, renewal and restoration of relationships. Nitwi v e s 6

Weekends

so that every

couples enjoyed the teaching of Ray and Joyce Hendersney will have the opportunity to renew their wedding vows.

on such subjects as covenant mar-
riage, oneness, trust, forgivenes
and communication.
God blessed us in a variety o
ways. We had fine weather fo

Virginia made this comment on her
Wivesd Weekend Eval,
is so special because of renewing
marriage vows. That was a special
time for Bill and I, and it is so good to

travel, in spite of bad weather bot wat ch ot her coupl es
before, and after the weekend. Othg marriage in their or
blessings included the warm, won individuals. What a great blending,

derful accommodations, and thq with God at the cente
great food and snacks. Point On Sunday, we joined the entire

Grace Church again provided lovel Teen Challenge student body to at-

gift bags, as well as some door priz{ tend Christian Life Assembly of God

for our wives.Ray and Joyce gave in Des Moines for Warren Hunsber-

each of the wives a copy of th¢g — gerd6s first Sunday as
book, fiHow to A XI' g message on the importance of rela-
Your Spouse Acts Wr Raygnd doyce Henderson tionships was a perfect conclusion to

Larry Low again provided counsel- our weekend.

ing for several couples. The Spring Wivesd6 Weekéend wi

Saturday evening was the highlight of the weekenc25. Our speakers will be Warren and Gay Hunsberger. War-
After the last teaching session on Saturday afternooren is our Teen Challenge Regional Director, as well as the
graduate couples Virginia and Bill Barnes, and Terri annewly elected pastor of Christian Life Assembly. Gay is a
Dick Rarick, along with Gretchen Good, and some of ouwonderful speaker and writer. You will enjoy hearing their
students, transformed the lecture room into a lovely dinintestimony and ministry. Please RSVP by Apiill $ou plan
room with a Valentineo6s Dtoattend. You may call me at (515) 63878 or (515) 988e | i -
cious meal provided by our Teen Challenge kitchen crev2204, or email me atidyaubuchon@msn.cam

The couples then went to t To give you an idea of how our speakers feel aboute ,
Vow to Cherish.o0 This heaministering at a Wivesd WeéehkRer
was the perfect prelude tderson had to say, fdTeen)iChéahek

Wedding Vow Ceremony that followed. The current cou-of our favorite places to minister. The married couples are

ples who renewed their wedding vows were then honores 0 r ecepti ve to hearing and ap
with a certificate, a small heart shaped ceramic gift bore ndeavoring to wal k out Godods
God is so ready to come and meet their desires in a super-
natural way. Many of the truths we share, the couples have

heard before, but they are now in a place for these seeds of

truth to take root and grow. God is so faithful to soften

Inside this issue:

Learning Trust: 2y Nhearts and open eyes so they can see what to do, and have
the courage and strength to walk it out in everyday life. We

Learning Trust 3y r]feel privileged to come aIt_mgside Ed and Judy,. and the staff
at Teen Challenge to minister to these precious couples.
Thank God that His Word does not return void. The Holy

Mark Your Calendars! 4 Spirit is faithful to continue to draw, teach, and love these

couples. We continue to pray for them and cheer them on to
victory. o
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ago. For nearly the entirety of our marriage, | had been préHenry T. Blackaby and Claude V. King. While praying

ing for Shawn to quit drinking. | did not see God at work ita b o u t

wh at

to do, | read, nHe

this area of our lives, and | did not trust that He would evyour life. He is Lord. When you accepted Him as Lord, you

fisol ve this
had control,

probl em. o
and | was

My

siwants. 0

p gave Him the right to help Himself to your life at anytime Heh o u g
Hmm,

entering a yearQOw

the past 14 months, the Lord has reminded me time and tiMAJOR interruption in our lives! But, the authors pointed

again of my need to trust Him, and out t hat i f I was fn

most importantly, He has prove faithful in a little, God cannot give

Himself worthy of that trust. , me | arger assignment
December 29, 2008, startec ory verse for that week was Psalm

out as a normal Christmas brea 20: 7, AfSome trust ir

day. | had a hair appointment, me
some girlfriends for lunch, and ral
a couple of errands. | spoke wit
my husband on my way home; h
was also on his way home fro
work. Our daughters had spent th

some in horses, but we trust in the
name of the Lord
Oh, here it was, the trust issue!
Would | trust my Lord God in this
situation? Would | trust Him to re-
pair my marriage? Would | trust Him

our

day with their grandmother and
greatgrandmother. Around 5:30
p.m. my mothein-law, daughters,

and | went to our house, planning
to order pizza for supper. My hus:
bandbés truck wa
house. There was also a car parke
at a funny angle in the street be-
side our house. | did not think

much of that; we live on the cor-

to be my Father? To care for me? To
provide for me? To hold me in His
hands if | would just submit to His
will, and trust His plans? Plans to
prosper, not to harm? Again, He pro-
vided the way.
My Bible studyds to
before taking Shawn to Colfax:
ove and Godos I nvi
ut hors wrot e, i Wh e n
ner of a major intersection, and dient, God demonstrated Himself to
we often see routine traffic stops be our Provider. That experience led
and minor fendebenders. Little did | know, that night my us to a deeper love relationship with ansalui f f i ci ent G
husband had been in a minor fenréender, and he had beenAs | worked through my study that week, He began reveal-
drinking and driving. My daughters, mothierlaw, and | all ing Himself to me. He often used others. Two days before
watched my husband be arrested for Operating While Intot a ki ng Shawn, I had a doctor d:
cated. My world felt like it was crashing down around me. Later that afternoon we met with our youth pastor and
This was not Shawnods f i rprayed together as a family about the upcoming separat®on. f i r
time alcohol had caused problems in our marriage. | hfelt exhausted and scared. Then, a faithful friend from church
done all | knew to do. | had prayed. | had tried interventionar r i ved at our door with a
| had cried, screamed and fought with Shawn about ito show us love. For my Bible study that same week, | was
drinking. |1 had searched the house, and emptied bottledlooking for examples of times | had personally experienced
had asked our pastor and SGodinmy life. Afriend called out of the blue to say sheewas hi n
even tried writing up a contract for Shawn to sifjjotice pr aying for us, and to |ift me
the I. | was trying to control and fix the situation; not surto meet with us the night before leaving for Colfax. He
prisingly, that was not working! prayed with us, and offered financial assistance. Given that
Shawnds arrest was a p o wShawn had lost his job, and about 65% of our incomes thish o t
in control of anything! | was also shown my desperate newas huge.
to place my trust in the Lord, and to repair my relatonshi Shawnodés ti me at Teen Chall en
with Him. As we were swirling in the murky waters of theing. It was devastating to leave my husband in Colfax, and
aftermath of his arrest, and trying to decide what in ttbegin the drive home alone with our daughters. He was so
world we needed to do, God was lovingly tossing life prebroken! The girls and | felt fragile. It was difficult to have
servers to me, keeping me afloat and offering me hope wtlimited access to one another. | would look forward to our
all seemed so very dark and dismal. While we were trying phone calls, but the conversations often felt stilted or forced.

L
Shawn and Kaylynne Christenson and family ,

sup

Continued, page 3
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Learning Trust: Kayl ynne

If the conversation went well or got really deep, it was fruverse from the past year, and one | have claimed as my life

trating to have to hang up at the fifteeninute mark, and ver s e : AYou wil!| keep in perf

|l eave things wunfinished. Dsteadfast, because he trusts in you. Trust in the Lord forever, t

entire student body was placed under discipline: no phcfor the Lord, the Lord is the Rock eterrdbkaiah 26:34.

call s, visits, or l etters. Bible Study: Find a good Bible study. He will reveal s t \

Weekend went well, until Sunday. | believed Shawn was teHimself to you through His word and the wisdom of others

ing me he was not going to complete his time at Teen Chas you discuss His teachings.

lenge. He felt that | did not understand what he was trying Daily Devotional: | receive a devotional each weekday

communicate. | left in tears, and that began a very dark tiin my email. More days than not, | am convinced the au-

for us that lasted until July. thors have been living in my home. It feels as if each teach-
June28was Shawnoés birthdaly,inghasbeen prepared exactly for what | need that day.u t

pass visit! We came home, and went to church. Friends ca A church family: This requires a humble heart. | must

see, and feel the tension between us. After | left him in Cconfess a prideful spirit. 1 do not like to ask for, or receive

fax, | talked to both Judy, and a trusted friend at church. | whelp. God has shown me He will bless others, as well as me,

ready to give up, quit, and file for divorce. | was DONE! Botwhen | humble myself and allow our friends and family to

of my Godly friends spoke usetheirgifts to help us. Worshipping with our church famme . J

was able to offer reassurance as someone who had dealt ily also provided healing, hope, and joy as we walked

other wives in my situation. My church friend gave me practhrough the valley of the past year. Now, | rejoice that | am

cal ideas for changing my attitude toward Shawn, and cable to worship with my husband at my side.

marriage. We spent time in prayer and tears together. Trust: The Winter Wivesd We
That night marked a turning point in our marriage. lcobef or e Shawnds compl etion. As

fessed my hard heart to the Lord. | asked Him to forgive tprayer. | was excited to spend time with my husband, and to

sinful anger | had allowed to permeate my soul. | asked hprepare for his homecoming. As | confessed my anxieties

to perform a mighty work in my relationship with my husa b o u t the upcomi nTrusttMdaon sli t wa s,

band. | committed to seriously praying for our marriage, areminded that my hope for our future is not in Shawn, me,

actively demonstrating my love to Shawn. | began to recor even the two of us together. My hope is in the trust |

and pray through HAThe Powe placeinthe Lord. | must trust His work, not ours. | needed o r

Omartian. | wrote love letters to Shawn daily. We had a vithat reminder.

on the weekend of July"4One of our daughters was on a trii A little over a week ago, Shawn had his completion

with our church, and | made arrangements for our ottservice, and we brought Him home for good! It is so won-

daughter to stay with her grandparents so that Shawn ard e r f u | to have my husband, and
would have time alone together. | was nervous about speWe f e e | l'i ke a Anormal o family
ing that time with Shawn, tainties. As | write this, Shawn is still looking forajob. I[dva nt e

Our God is so good though! That weekend was fullofhen ot know what God has planned
ing, laughter, and love. Little did | know, Shawn himselfhePr over bs 3: 5 reminds me ATrust
been on his knees before the Lord pleading for our marriaa | | your heart. Lean noHe on vy
God blessed our commitment to seeking His will in our liveknows the plans He has for us, and they are to prosper, and
once again. We trusted Him to draw us to Him and to onot harm us. | will trust Him on that!

another, and He showed Himself worthy.

I n the remaining months ol fax
and Omaha, we had both joys and challenges. | found cer
things to be helpful in surviving our Teen Challenge expe
ence.

Prayer: The Lord desires a relationship with each of t
A relationship, by its very nature, requires communicatio
and time spent together. | am not an eloquent prayer.
doesndt <care. He simply wa 'ray w
you are driving, washing dishes, folding laundry, taking
shower. Just pray!

Hi s Word: | 6ve heard t he t he
Wor d, and | 6ve been negl ec not g
following a specific Bible reading program, but | will reac
passages suggested in a devotional, or ones | find referer
in a good, Christian fiction book. Claim a verse. My favorit

Kaylynne and Shawn renewing their vows, January, 2010
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