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CONTACT INFORMATION

You can reach our 
Admissions Director 
by email at:
i.hunsberger@tcmid.org

Visit our website at:
www.tcmid.org

You can reach our 
other Midlands 
centers at:

Teen Challenge
Admission and Crisis 
Center
1709 10th St.
Des Moines, IA
50314
515.282.5249

Pella Women's Home
714 Independence St.
Pella, IA 
50219-1828
641.628.2808

Teen Challenge of 
Nebraska
2916 N. 58th St.
Omaha, NE 68104
402.551.2322

Each year for the past eleven, a group of folks from area 
churches host a Christian retreat at our Colfax Training Cen-
ter. The retreat is called simply, Cursillo. Cursillo is a Spanish 
word meaning ̀short course'. Cursillo de Cristiandad means 
s̀hort course of Christianity'. Cursillo is a three-day spiritual 
retreat designed to narrow the focus on Jesus for the en-
tirety of the weekend ± and beyond.

Participants include Teen Challenge 
students and staff who have not 
been part of a Cursillo weekend 
before. We also encourage wives 
of Teen Challenge students to par-
ticipate with their husbands in this 
weekend retreat. Workers are volun-
teers, and Teen Challenge staff who 
have previously participated in a 
Cursillo weekend. We want to thank 
all those volunteers who helped this 
year. 

It's hard to express our gratitude, 
but during the weekend, we were 
able to experience ªJesus with skinº 

through the love you showed us.  

THANK YOU!

(Portions of this article are reprinted from our February, 
2004 Update. This year's Cursillo was held the last weekend 
in February)
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Thank You Cursillo!!

ªDuring our " rst Cursillo God's gift of grace became so real 
and alive in our hearts and lives.º   -Willis & June 

ªI love being part of God's team showing grace to Teen Chal-
lenge students through the tool called Cursillo. It's exciting 
to see how God works in the hearts of the students and us 
visitors.º    -Peg 

ªWhat a blessing! It changed my life and strengthened my 
faith.º   -Aaron 

ªI learned and felt the love of God more than I ever have be-
fore. Showing me that I'm a part of a family bigger then I 
could have ever imagined. Knowing that I have brothers and 
sisters in Christ who love me has given me a new hope for 
the future.º   -Bob 

ªDuring Cursillo I didn't work for or earn anything. All I had to 
do was receive God's love.º   -Aaron 

ªCursillo really made me think about how I was treating Je-
sus as well as myself and others.º   - Jon 

ªIt was lesson on being a true Christian, by more then just 
words, but by actions and responsibility. Cursillo taught me 
that being a humble servant is one of the most important 
things.º    -Craig
ªCursillo was for me the physical, mental, and spiritual mani-

festation of the Gospel. I saw it truly means to be a Christian 
played out before me in the actions of others, pure uncon-
ditional love.º   -Ron

ªBeing in the company of so many people moved and moti-
vated by the love of God captured my heart.º    
-Don

ªI was extremely moved by the display of love in the body of 
Christ and was overwhelmed by God's love for me.º   -Andy

ªIt's a very rewarding time for me. I get to see all the work 
that goes into it and then hear all of the testimonies after it's 
" nished.º   -Gretchen

ªCursillo exposed more of my faults and weaknesses, yet at 
the same time it gave me the strength and ability to connect 
to them. It really was a life changing event.º   -Je# 

ªThe Lord healed me and now I'm more on track with my 
walk with Him. Everyone was so full of love for one another, 
something I have not experienced before to this scale.º   -
Gary

ªI grew up knowing that God loves me, but I really felt it for 
the " rst time at Cursillo. I had thought I was a disappoint-
ment to Him, but one day in chapel at that Cursillo, I saw 
Jesus smile at me!º    -Marjorie

When I was six months old, my parents had me bap-
tized to announce their commitment to raise me in 
the in the church, and for me to have a relationship 
with Jesus Christ.  When I was thirteen, I complet-
ed my church's con" rmation process to become a 
member and to announce my personal commit-
ment to be a servant of the Lord.  I was faithful to 
this commitment through high school, and into my 
college years, as an active member of my church's 
youth group and in various other community ac-
tivities.  The Lord had blessed me 
with many gifts and talents, and 
I happily used these blessings to 
help others.

Into my college years, after the 
end of some rocky personal rela-
tionships and the loss of two very 
close relatives, instead of turning 
to the Lord, I looked inward, and 
began a six-year cycle of self-
ish rebellion that gradually de-
stroyed all the joy I had felt, dis-
tanced me from a very close-knit 
family, and nearly cost me my life 
numerous times.  I found that al-
cohol, for a short while, quieted 
the pain that I had internalized, 
but much more than that, got me into serious 
trouble.  I was in multiple car wrecks, and have had 
three DUI's.  It is only through God's saving grace 
and mercy that no one else was ever involved in 
them, and that I was never seriously injured.

Numerous times the Lord spoke to me through 
my close friends and family members, asking me 
to seek help, but I felt helplessly lost, and at times, 
beyond help.  The shame and embarrassment I felt 
I had caused my friends and family weighed me 
down, and I felt utterly trapped.

Just over eight months ago, that weight was lifted.  
On June 1st, 2007, the Lord took a horrible automo-
bile wreck and turned it into a miracle of salvation.  
At my very end, with nowhere else to turn, the Lord 
turned to me, and gave me a way out.
I was not aware at the time, but my family and 
friends had been praying tirelessly for God to res-
cue me and make my life His own.  Miraculously, I 
wasn't seriously injured.  The next day, my mother 
gave me the contact information for entry into 

Teen Challenge, and I began the 
journey of rebuilding my rela-
tionship with my Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

Since walking through the doors 
of Teen Challenge on July 3rd, 
2007, God has been patiently 
removing the scales from my 
eyes, and turning my walk to-
wards Him.  He has given me the 
strength to face my past wrong-
doings and make them right.  
The Bible says that the Lord will 
restore a hundred-fold what the 
devil has taken away, and this 
is without a doubt the absolute 
truth in my life.  I am now closer 

to my family than I have ever been.  I look forward 
to helping others, and feel the joy of the Lord surge 
through me when the opportunity to do so arises.  
As I keep walking in His way, I know that He will 
continue to bless me and my family.
Through the medium of Teen Challenge, the Lord 
is daily working miracles in my life and the lives of 
my fellow students, transforming us into His chil-
dren, to carry the light to others lost in darkness, as 
we ourselves once were.  All Praise and Power and 
Glory to God.  Amen.

Set Free: A Testimony of God's Saving Grace

Cursillo volunteers singing to candidates during meal time.


