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P.O. Box 185 
Colfax, IA 50054 
 
Phone: 515.674.9678 
Fax: 515.674.4463 
Email: j.aubuchon@tcmid.org 
Website: www.tcmid.org 

These are special events at Teen Challenge, and the wives 
of students are invited. If you have any questions, call Judy  
at (515) 674-9678 or (515) 988-2204. 

 
Spring Wives’ Weekend — April 27th-29th 

Spiritual Emphasis Week — April 30th-May 2nd 
Celebration Weekend — June 8th-9th 

Summer Wives’ Weekend — July 27th-29th 
Fall Wives’ Weekend — October 26th-28th 

Mark Your Calendars! 

“...I will make a way in the desert, and streams in the wasteland…” Isaiah 43:19 
A Publication of the  

Teen Challenge Wives’ Ministry 

Twelve wives traveled to our Colfax Training Center 
to join their husbands and attend our 2007 Winter 
Wives’ Weekend. Eight of their husbands are Colfax 
Induction and Training Phase stu-
dents and four of them came over 
from the Omaha Re-entry Center. 
Some of the wives traveled a short 
distance while some had a much 
longer journey. They traveled a 
total of 2,171 miles to be a part of 
this quarterly event at Teen Chal-
lenge! For two of the women it 
was their very first Wives’ Week-
end, but they quickly felt at home 
with the group. 
 
Our speakers were Norm and 
Kathy Wenig who shared material from their Mar-
riage Enrichment Seminar. Some of the subjects cov-
ered were Handling Anger, Handling Conflict God’s 
Way, Ten Reasons to Forgive, Reasons People Get 
Divorced, and Discovering Your Mate’s Love Lan-
guage. The last session on Saturday entitled, “What 
You Vowed on Your Wedding Day,” helped prepare 
the couples for Saturday evening’s special event. 
 
While our couples enjoyed a late Saturday afternoon 
break, two of our staff family members, Gretchen 
Good and Charlotte Shelley, with the help of some of 
our students, transformed our Lecture Room into a 
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pretty Dining Room with a Valentines’ Day theme. 
There our couples enjoyed a special meal of steak, 
baked potatoes, and all the trimmings prepared by 

Nate Hamler. After a great time of 
fellowship, we went to the chapel 
to view a heart touching film, “A 
Vow to Cherish”. This Billy Gra-
ham film was a perfect prelude to 
the Renewing of the Wedding Vow 
ceremony that followed. This was 
a very special time for our twelve 
couples. There were tears shed and 
many comments later about how 
much more this ceremony meant to 
them than their initial ceremony 
because they are now “in Christ” 
and understand the significance of 

their wedding vows. The ceremony turned out to be 
the high point of the weekend. Following the cere-
mony, we honored our couples with a reception in-
cluding a beautifully decorated cake, punch, fruit 
plate, nuts, and homemade mints. The couples all ex-
pressed their appreciation for a memorable evening. 
 
On Sunday, our group traveled to Des Moines with the 
rest of the student body to attend the Morning Worship 
Service at Christian Life Assembly of God. Our Ex-
ecutive Director, Warren Hunsberger, was the guest 
speaker for the morning. After a great service, we re-
turned to Colfax for a closing session and dinner. 
 
The wives expressed their appreciation of Judy by pre-
senting her with a card of appreciation and a beautiful 
matted collage picture. It depicts Teen Challenge 
Wives Ministry with pictures taken at several 2006 
Wives’ Weekends. We are hanging the picture in the 
Lecture Room in honor of our couples and TC Wives 
Ministry. 
 
At each Wives’ Weekend, we try to present each wife 

Continued, page 3 
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From Blushing Brides to Warrior Wives 
My husband and I have been married to each other 
two different times. Early on during our first marriage 
we were confronted with many obstacles ranging 
from abuse, adultery, alcoholism, drug usage, exces-
sive controlling, and codependency. Now, as I look 
back, I recognize myself as a naïve, blushing bride 
who sincerely believed in the fairy-tale type of mar-
ried lifestyle, and thought that by using my own 
strength, I alone could change these areas. I later 
found that I was not able to change anyone, and I sure 
did not want to change myself, so after a few years, 
my husband and I divorced. We were divorced 7 years 
with virtually no contact between us. It wasn’t until 
our boys demonstrated tremendous faith, and began to 
pray for a father, that my heart softened, and I obeyed 
the Lord’s call on my life. At the time of our second 
marriage, we both had personally accepted Jesus, and 
both believed that this time, this marriage would be 
different; however, the aforementioned problems con-
tinued to infect us and provide accessibility for the 
enemy (John 10:10—The thief comes to steal, kill, 
and destroy). Needless to say, both my husband and I 
have had opportunity to experience, first hand, the 
power of prayer. 
 
In March 2006, when my husband entered Teen Chal-
lenge, I immediately felt a common bond with the 
other wives. We all relate to many of the same feel-
ings: times of loneliness; longing for our husbands; 
being stretched thin in our finances; feeling maxed out 
with our children; emotions of anger, bitterness, re-
sentment, fear, insecurity, anxiety, and the list goes on 
and on. BUT the Word of God says in the later part of 
John 10:10 that Jesus came so we may have life, and 
have it to the full. In October, the Lord impressed 
upon me a desire to encourage other women who 
were presented with many of the same circumstances. 
After prayerful consideration and counsel, a Teen 
Challenge Wives Prayer group began. The name of 
this group is, “From Blushing Brides to Warrior 
Wives, the Lord is in the Business of Transformation” 
and we trust wholeheartedly in the Lord’s transforma-
tion process. We believe it is God’s desire to fully 
utilize this season that our husbands are at Teen Chal-
lenge, not only for developing His work in them, but 
also to disciple us as wives. 
 
Those involved in this group prayerfully unite to-
gether, via e-mail or postal mail updates. As we pray, 

we share our hopes, dreams, and requests with God, 
and He, in His infinite wisdom and understanding, 
restores our soul (Psalm 23:3), renews our strength 
(Isaiah 40:31), and provides for us and our children 
(Genesis 50:21). Many of the tests that have come 
into our path are difficult; however, overcoming each 
test can produce a testimony. When we overcome, we 
receive strength!! The main focus of this group is to 
ask the Lord for strength to overcome our circum-
stances and for victory in our lives and the lives of the 
people around us (our husbands, our children, our 
families, Wives Ministry, Teen Challenge Staff and 
Students, etc.). Through prayer and fasting, we have 
experienced miracles of hope restored, debts demol-
ished, faith rebuilt, and love refreshed. 
 
I want to end with this thought. As it says in Esther 
4:14, “And who knows that you have come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this and for this very occa-
sion?” If I may personalize this verse a bit, “Who 
knows that you, the wife of a Teen Challenge Stu-
dent, were brought to Teen Challenge for such a 
time as this and for this very occasion?” Read and be 
encouraged by the story of Esther. The courage and 
prayers of ONE WOMAN made a difference for an 
entire generation, what difference will you allow your 
courage and prayers to make? 
 

Written by Jody Rhoden, the wife of a  
TC Re-Entry student. 

 
If you are interested in being a part of this prayer and 
fasting group, please contact Judy Aubuchon at 515-
674-9678 or e-mail judyaubuchon@msn.com for 
more information. 
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Bits & Pieces 

with a gift bag. Churches and individuals make it pos-
sible for us to be able to do this. For this Wives’ 
Weekend, Jeanne Chapman and the Women’s Minis-
try at Point of Grace Church had lots of fun providing 
small suitcases full of goodies that women enjoy. 
Their women got behind the project in such a great 
way they also gave us a check and door prizes to give 
out Saturday evening. We appreciate their generosity. 
We also greatly appreciate another church that helps 
Wives Ministry on a monthly basis. First Assembly of 
God in Jefferson City, Missouri, faithfully sends a 
monthly check to help us help the wives with their gas 

expense to the Wives’ Weekends. 
 
Plans are underway for our Spring Wives’ Weekend, 
scheduled for April 27-29th. Our speakers will be the 
Revs. Larry and Dixie Low. After 42 years of mar-
riage and 20 years of ministering to emotionally hurt-
ing people, the Lows have founded the Masters Touch 
ministry. They will be presenting ministry from their 
Marital Bliss Relationship Seminar. Please RSVP by 
April 11th if you plan to attend. You may call me at 
(515) 674-9678 or (515) 988-2204 or email me at jud-
yaubuchon@msn.com. 

THANK YOU 
I love to surprise you wives at our quarterly Wives’ 
Weekends. It is our desire at Teen Challenge to show 
you our love and most of all our Heavenly Father’s 
love for you. We want to convey to you how special 
you are to God.  However, I think that I was the per-
son most surprised at the Winter Wives’ Weekend! 
Thank you again for the beautiful picture and the card 
expressing your love and appreciation. The picture is 
a tribute to what God is doing in all of you. It is now 
hanging in the Lecture Room in honor of Teen Chal-
lenge Wives Ministry. We will take it with us when 
we have opportunity to represent Teen Challenge and 
Wives Ministry in various churches. 
 
REMINDER 
We would like to thank those of you who have taken 
the time to respond to our Wives Poll. For those who 
have not, we would still appreciate your input con-
cerning barriers to completion. Specifically would 
you please answer the question: “Why do you think 
students leave Teen Challenge prematurely?” Re-
member, we want your honest feedback.  
 
WE NEED GOD’S HELP 
Can you relate to this prayer? “So far today Lord, I’ve 
done all right. I have not complained. I have not gos-
siped or been greedy. I have not lost my temper. I 
have not been grumpy, nasty, selfish or indulgent. I 
am thankful for that, but in a few minutes I’m going 
to have to get out of bed and from then on, I’m proba-
bly going to need a lot more help.” 

THOUGHTS ON LOVE 
“When we do little acts of kindness that make life 
more bearable for someone else, we are walking in 
love as the Bible commands.”  Barbara Johnson 
 
“A friend loves at all times.”  Proverbs 17:17 
 
“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him…Dear friends, since God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another… God is love. Who-
ever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” I 
John 4:9, 11 & 16 
 
“Keep on loving each other.”  Hebrews 13:1 
 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
And above all these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity.”  Colossians 3:12-
14 
 
“I’m thoroughly convinced that God loves us, encour-
ages us, nurtures and supports us through other human 
beings.”  Marilyn Meberg 
 
“Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as 
to console; to be understood as to understand; to be 
loved as to love.” Saint Francis of Assisi 
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