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God’s Plan for Marriage

Our Winter Wives’ Weekend was a won-
derful time of sharing and fellowship. Our special
speakers were Evangelists Norm & Kathy Wenig
from Mt. Pleasant, [owa. The weekend got off to a
great start with Norm sharing with all the students
plus our four Wives’ Weekend couples on Friday
evening.

He spoke of marriage as being God’s plan
for most of us. We need someone to love. We
need someone with whom to spend our lives. He Fellowship at the Winter Wives” Weekend
talked about the importance of keeping our mar-
riage vows. He challenged us to honor our mates
and sow the good seeds of love and grace into
their lives regularly. This is God’s plan for mar-
riage.

Norm spoke of applying Ephesians 4:29-32
to our marriages and our homes. “Do not let any
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but
only what is helpful for building others up accord-
ing to their needs, that it may benefit those who
listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemp-
tion. Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger,
brawling and slander, along with every form of
malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another,
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave
you.” Norm also emphasized the importance of
having a good relationship with God to have a
good relationship with our husband or wife.

Kathy joined her husband in teaching the
Saturday sessions. Some of the subjects they...
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To Love is a Decision

This is one of those won-
derful, heart-warming stories
about a husband who is going to
ask for a raise. He told his wife
that on this particular Friday, he
was going into the boss’s office to
request the raise which he felt
was justly deserved. Naturally he
was a bit nervous and apprehen-
sive. Toward the end of that
working day, he finally mustered
the courage to approach his boss
with his request, which he had
carefully rehearsed in his mind.
The words must come out just
right. To his very pleasant sur-
prise, the employer readily agreed
that, indeed, he was entitled to the
requested increase in salary!

When he arrived home
that evening he noticed the dining
table was set with their best
dishes, there were candles burn-
ing, a centerpiece in place. His
wife had prepared a festive, gour-
met meal. He thought to him-
self...perhaps someone at the of-
fice might have tipped her off that
he did get the raise. He went into
the kitchen, told her the good

news, they hugged, they kissed,
then sat down to a delicious and
wonderfully prepared meal. Be-
side his plate was a beautifully
hand-lettered note from her,
which read: “Congratulations,
darling! 1 knew you’d get the
raise. These things will tell you
just how much I really love you!”

They enjoyed the meal
together, they laughed, he shared
the story with her, they cele-
brated, they planned! When she
got up to bring the dessert, he no-
tice a second card fall from her
pocket. He bent over, picked it
up, and read, “Don’t worry about
not getting the raise! You de-
served it anyway! These things
will tell you just how much I
really love you!”

What a delightful attitude!
What an encourager she was!
Now, that’s really being prepared
for all possibilities. What a won-
derful, thoughtful way.

Madeleine L’Engle, in her
book Walking on Water: Reflec-
tions on Faith and Art quotes
from a French priest, “To love

anyone is to hope in him always.
From the moment at which we
begin to judge anyone, to limit
our confidence in him, from that
moment at which we identify
(pigeon-hole) him, and so reduce
him to that, we cease to love him,
and he ceases to be able to be-
come better. We must dare to
love in a world that does not
know how to love.”

Love is more than an
emotion, it’s an action directed to
another person, motivated by our
relationship to Jesus Christ, and
is given freely WITHOUT a per-
sonal reward in mind!

To love is a decision. It’s
a discipline. We can will to love.

And what a difference the
attitude of love will have on all
our human relationships! The Bi-
ble challenges us not only to love
in word...but to love in action!

Today’s Bible Reading —
Proverbs 29:1-27

Taken from the devo-
tional book by Robert Strand en-
titled Just for Mothers
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...dealt with include: Discovering
Your Mate’s Love Language;
How to Handle Anger; Your
Mate’s Greatest Need; and Symp-
toms that Lead to Divorce. The
Wenigs have a comfortable way
of handling serious subjects with
great insight and humor.

The couples also had pri-
vate time as well as time to fel-
lowship with one another. Our
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little group enjoyed a private sup-
per together Saturday evening and
then watched the Billy Graham
film “A Vow to Cherish.”

The next Wives’ Week-
end is scheduled for April 29 —
May 1. Our speakers will be our
own Warren & Gay Hunsberger
and Bob & Diane Larson. Warren
is our Executive Director and Bob
is the Assistant to the Executive

Director here at Teen Challenge
of the Midlands. Both of these
couples have dynamic testimonies
of God’s deliverance and grace.
Please RSVP by April
13" and let us know if you will be
able to attend. Call Judy at (402)
551-0911 or (515) 988-2204. You
may also email me at — judyau-
buchon@cox.net.
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God Will Never Leave You

One of the greatest promises
of God to His people is His promise
to be with us always. Deuteronomy
31:6 says: “The Lord himself goes
before you and will be with you; He
will never leave you nor forsake
you. Do not be afraid; do not be dis-
couraged.” That precious promise is
repeated in Hebrews 13:6 which
says “Never will I leave you; never
will I forsake you.”

Sue Richards, author of the
book Ministry to the Divorced,
writes of her devastating personal
experience as a young mother aban-
doned by the man who had prom-
ised to love her “till death do us
part.” 1 hurt for her as I read her
words: “My husband of eight years
left me at the beginning of my
fourth month of pregnancy. I have
never felt more rejected, vulnerable
or unloved. I was nauseated, tired,
and constantly trying to explain to
my two-year-old son that Daddy
wasn’t coming back home because
he didn’t love Mommy anymore.”

Sue and her husband had
just moved from Virginia to Michi-
gan. They were living in a third
floor apartment supposedly tempo-
rarily until their house in Virginia

sold. It was wintertime. He left and
there she was with “no house, no
job, no husband, no church.”

Sue says what kept her dur-
ing those terrible days when she felt
totally abandoned and alone, was
the knowledge deep inside her heart
that God loved her. She describes
how she prayed constantly. “I
prayed when I did my grocery shop-
ping, when I bathed little Matthew,
and when I strained over my ever-
protruding belly to trim my toe-
nails.” She was comforted again and
again with His words: “Never will |
leave you; never will I forsake you.”

This promise of God’s
sweet presence has also helped me
through many difficult places in my
life. Yes, God has been faithful to
me as He was faithful to Sue. I
know there are also some of you
who can testify that God has been
faithful to be with you and help you
during difficult days.

God has not promised His
children a life free from pain, but He
has promised to be with us in the
midst of our pain. His Word is full
of assurance of His strength and
blessing to us if we will love Him
and call upon Him for help. Isaiah

58:9 says: “Then you will call, and
the Lord will answer; you will cry
for help, and He will say: Here am
I.” Psalm 27:1 states “The Lord is
my light and my salvation — whom
shall I fear? The Lord is the strong-
hold of my life — of whom shall I be
afraid?” Psalm 46:1 states: “God is
our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble.” And an-
other of my favorites: “The Lord
your God is with you, He is mighty
to save. He will take great delight in
you, He will quiet you with his love,
He will rejoice over you with sing-
ing” (Zephaniah 3:17). There are
times when I need God to “quiet”
me with His love; and He does that
so gently. I don’t think we will ever
comprehend the magnitude of His
great love for us until we get to
Heaven.

Please be assured, dear one
that He loves you and He will be
with you no matter what you may be
going through. He invites you to call
upon Him (Jeremiah 33:3); to lean
on Him; and to trust Him (Proverbs
3:5 & 6). He is Faithful!

In Christ’s Love,
Judy Aubuchon

Mark Your Calendars!

These are special events at Teen Challenge and wives

are invited—if you have any questions, call Judy at
(402) 551-0911 or (515) 988-2204.

Wives’ Weekend—April 29th—May 1st

Teen Challenge Celebration Weekend—June 10th-11th

Wives’ Weekend—July 29th-31st
Spiritual Emphasis Week—September 14th—16th
Wives’ Weekend—October 21st-23rd
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Atitude

“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.
Attitude, to me, is more important than facts.
It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than
failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is more important than
appearance, giftedness, or skill. It will make or break a company...a church...a home. The
remarkable thing is we have choice every day regarding the attitude we will
Q , embrace for that day. We cannot change our past...we cannot change the
¢ fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable.
ﬁ The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our
% attitude...I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90%
= how I react to it. And so it is with you...we are in charge of our Attitudes.”
- Charles Swindoll



