I QTEEN CHALLENGE

Osis

A Rublication of the
Ceen Ghallenge O ives” Ministry

OF THE MIDLANDS

.. will make & way in the desert, and streams in the wasteland.. " Shaiah 43,79

June, 2006

Spring Wives’ Weekend

The words excitement and anticipation best character-
ized the feel of our Spring Wives” Weekend taking
place April 28-30. Part of that excitement stemmed
from the fact that eleven wives attended! For nine of
these wives it was
their very first Wives’
Weekend, and they
came anticipating the
blessing of God upon
their lives and their
marriages. The wives
were also looking for-
ward to connecting
with other women
who understand their
struggles. They not
only shared those
struggles, but they
also  shared their
blessings. The women
were excited about the changes God was doing not
only in their husbands’ lives, but in their own lives as
well. They shared how God was providing for them.
They shared their love, encouragement, hope, and
faith with one another. They shared prayer times to-
gether. There was an excitement about what God is
doing and will continue to do.

Inside this issue:

Set Free: A Wife’s Testimony of Hope 2
Children Learn What They Live 3
Continued: Spring Wives’ Weekend 3
Mark Your Calendars! 4

Our speakers Larry & Pat Davis added to that excite-
ment with their time-tested, practical teaching on mar-
riage. Happily married for 44 years, their teaching ses-
sions with such titles as “How to Have a Happy Mar-
riage” and “The Nuts
and Bolts of a Happy
Marriage” carried
weight. Larry and Pat
talked about the im-
portance  of  such
things as effective
communication, right
attitudes about money,
living  within  our
means, the harmful
effects of selfishness
in marriage, the need
for righteous mentors,
family  altar, and
“watching what you
watch” on TV. The couples were reminded of the im-
portance of encouraging and praying for their partners
rather than trying to change them. Billy Graham’s wife
Ruth was quoted as saying, “It is my job to love Billy;
it is God’s job to change him.”

Pat talked to the wives about how to handle our disap-
pointments. She reminded us of three foundational
principals: 1 — God loves me, 2 — God is going to show
me what to do, and 3 — God is going to bring good out
of my situation. She assured us saying, “God will
never disappoint you. Put your hope in God not your
husband.”

In addition to the teaching sessions and the prayer and
share times, there was private time for the couples as
well as time for them to fellowship with one another.
The group enjoyed a private dinner together Saturday
evening before going into the chapel to watch the Billy
Graham film “A Vow to Cherish.” Reminded of the
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Children Learn What They Live

If a child lives with criticism, He learns to condemn.
If a child lives with hostility, He learns to fight.
If a child lives with ridicule, He learns to be shy.

If a child lives with shame, He learns to feel guilty.
If a child lives with tolerance, He learns to be patient.
If a child lives with encouragement, He learns confidence.
If a child lives with praise, He learns to appreciate.
If a child lives with fairness, He learns justice.

If a child lives with security, He learns to have faith.
If a child lives with approval, He learns to like himself.
If a child lives with acceptance and friendship,

He learns to find love in the world.

Printed many years ago by Child Evangelism
Fellowship of Grand Rapids, Michigan

Continued: Spring Wives’ Weekend

importance of their wedding vows, each couple spent
time around the altar in prayer and worship. Pastor Ed
and I also prayed with each individual couple. We had
a strong sense that God was moving in a beautiful
way in each situation.

The wives are always appreciative of the Wives’
Weekend. One wife made these comments: “I had a
wonderful weekend! The love (agape love) I feel
while at TC is overwhelming. I feel very refreshed to
return home and deal with everyday life. I am spiritu-
ally encouraged. Also, my husband and I felt so much
healing take place in our marriage....Thank you so
much!!”

Our Summer Wives’ Weekend will take place July
28-30. Our speakers will be Evangelists Norm and
Kathy Wenig who have blessed the Teen Challenge
Wives’ Ministry at several past Wives’ Weekends.
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Before becoming an evangelist, Norm pastored for
many years and was called upon often for marriage
counseling. Part of their present ministry includes
holding marriage seminars. You will enjoy the minis-
try of the Wenigs. Please RSVP by July 12" if you
plan to attend. Call me at (402) 551-0911 or (515)
988-2204 or email me at judyaubuchon@cox.net.

Women’s session durine Sprine Wives’ Weekend
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