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Mark Your Calendars! 

These are special events at Teen Challenge, and the wives 
of students are invited. If you have any questions, call Judy  
at (402) 551-0911 or (515) 988-2204. 

 
Summer Wives’ Weekend — July 28th-30th 
Spiritual Emphasis Week — Sep 13th-15th 

Fall Wives’ Weekend — Oct 27th-29th 

“...I will make a way in the desert, and streams in the wasteland…” Isaiah 43:19 
A Publication of the  

Teen Challenge Wives’ Ministry 

The words excitement and anticipation best character-
ized the feel of our Spring Wives’ Weekend taking 
place April 28-30. Part of that excitement stemmed 
from the fact that eleven wives attended! For nine of 
these wives it was 
their very first Wives’ 
Weekend, and they 
came anticipating the 
blessing of God upon 
their lives and their 
marriages. The wives 
were also looking for-
ward to connecting 
with other women 
who understand their 
struggles. They not 
only shared those 
struggles, but they 
also shared their 
blessings. The women 
were excited about the changes God was doing not 
only in their husbands’ lives, but in their own lives as 
well. They shared how God was providing for them. 
They shared their love, encouragement, hope, and 
faith with one another. They shared prayer times to-
gether. There was an excitement about what God is 
doing and will continue to do. 
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Our speakers Larry & Pat Davis added to that excite-
ment with their time-tested, practical teaching on mar-
riage. Happily married for 44 years, their teaching ses-
sions with such titles as “How to Have a Happy Mar-

riage” and “The Nuts 
and Bolts of a Happy 
Marriage” carried 
weight. Larry and Pat 
talked about the im-
portance of such 
things as effective 
communication, right 
attitudes about money, 
living within our 
means, the harmful 
effects of selfishness 
in marriage, the need 
for righteous mentors, 
family altar, and 

“watching what you 
watch” on TV. The couples were reminded of the im-
portance of encouraging and praying for their partners 
rather than trying to change them. Billy Graham’s wife 
Ruth was quoted as saying, “It is my job to love Billy; 
it is God’s job to change him.” 
 
Pat talked to the wives about how to handle our disap-
pointments. She reminded us of three foundational 
principals: 1 – God loves me, 2 – God is going to show 
me what to do, and 3 – God is going to bring good out 
of my situation. She assured us saying, “God will 
never disappoint you. Put your hope in God not your 
husband.” 
 
In addition to the teaching sessions and the prayer and 
share times, there was private time for the couples as 
well as time for them to fellowship with one another. 
The group enjoyed a private dinner together Saturday 
evening before going into the chapel to watch the Billy 
Graham film “A Vow to Cherish.” Reminded of the 

Group Attending Spring Wives’ Weekend 
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Isaiah 43:19 “I will make a way in the desert and the 
streams in the wasteland.” 
 
This is exactly what the Lord has done for Chuck and 
me. Some 26 years ago we both 
gave our hearts to Jesus on the 
same day. We decided to get 
married and live for Him. We 
served in almost all the positions 
in our church and ministries we 
could. But up until about one and 
a half years ago we really didn’t 
realize how we had been serving 
Him out of obedience and our 
own strength. Not until (by 
God’s grace) the Lord got 
Chuck’s attention by a series of 
life threatening events, did we 
both realize we needed to really 
give our lives over to Him. At 
any cost with faith and assur-
ance, He is doing a work in us. I 
am speaking in the plural in this 
testimony because He has also 
taught me great and marvelous 
truths through my husband’s trials to stand strong on 
my own. 
 
I thank God for giving me Chuck. He has been and 
always will be there for me. 
 
I had cancer for the first time after only being married 
less than five years and three times since then. God 
has sustained us as we went through these valleys. 
 
He has a purpose for each of us that have given our 
lives over to Him. Even in the deserts and the waste-
lands there is hope. 
 
So when in January of 2005, I took my husband 450 
miles away to Colfax, Iowa, for 15 and a half months 
to a program that we both knew was God sent, I still 
have to admit I was scared. Who was going to take 
care of me now? I was still ill, still had car payments, 
insurance, house payments, and utilities, but no hus-
band to help. How was this supposed to work, God? 
There was no question in our minds that Chuck had to 
stay and complete this second chance at life God had 
given him, but what about me? 

 
About one month later after Chuck and I had prayed 
for answers it came - a phone call from a sister in the 
Lord. She told me God had been speaking to her 

about my needs while Chuck 
was away. She had formed a 
network of about 40 people 
who ca l led  themselves 
“Stretcher Bearers.” They were 
going to pick up the bills my 
disability would not cover and 
any other needs I might have 
including lawn work, house 
repairs, and car needs. Letters 
came weekly offering prayer 
and support. I cannot even be-
gin to tell you how much fear 
and stress this took off my 
back. I knew then God was to-
tally in control. Now I needed 
to trust Him and grow spiritu-
ally as my husband was doing. 
Casting all our cares upon Him 
for He cares for us. 
 

My husband and I are both stronger servants for 
God’s Kingdom as we rely upon His strength through 
the help of Teen Challenge. He has challenged us to 
continue to use what we have both learned through 
this life-changing event. Never feel that this is a pun-
ishment. It is an opportunity to do His will. Take ad-
vantage of all the chances to be with your husband 
through visits and Wives’ Weekends. You will be 
blessed from all the support, love, and teachings you 
will receive. Above all, show your husband you are 
behind his decision to better himself; that you believe 
in him and are proud of him for taking this step in 
restoring not only his life but also your life together. 
 
If you have never had a chance to meet the Master of 
this marvelous opportunity, who has the power to heal 
any hurt, change circumstances and give life to the 
hopeless, it is my prayer that through this ministry 
you will. Just ask Jesus and He will come and meet 
you at your need. 
 
The Completion Service for Chuck was May 1, 2006. 
In spite of the distance and her physical problems, 
Deb attended every Wives’ Weekend while Chuck was 
a student. 

Set Free: A Wife’s Testimony of Hope 

Completed student, Chuck & wife, Debra 
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importance of their wedding vows, each couple spent 
time around the altar in prayer and worship. Pastor Ed 
and I also prayed with each individual couple. We had 
a strong sense that God was moving in a beautiful 
way in each situation. 
 
The wives are always appreciative of the Wives’ 
Weekend. One wife made these comments: “I had a 
wonderful weekend! The love (agape love) I feel 
while at TC is overwhelming. I feel very refreshed to 
return home and deal with everyday life. I am spiritu-
ally encouraged. Also, my husband and I felt so much 
healing take place in our marriage….Thank you so 
much!!” 
 
Our Summer Wives’ Weekend will take place July 
28-30. Our speakers will be Evangelists Norm and 
Kathy Wenig who have blessed the Teen Challenge 
Wives’ Ministry at several past Wives’ Weekends. 

Before becoming an evangelist, Norm pastored for 
many years and was called upon often for marriage 
counseling. Part of their present ministry includes 
holding marriage seminars. You will enjoy the minis-
try of the Wenigs. Please RSVP by July 12th if you 
plan to attend. Call me at (402) 551-0911 or (515) 
988-2204 or email me at judyaubuchon@cox.net. 

Children Learn What They Live 
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Women’s session during Spring Wives’ Weekend 

If a child lives with criticism, He learns to condemn. 
 

If a child lives with hostility, He learns to fight. 
 

If a child lives with ridicule, He learns to be shy. 
 

If a child lives with shame, He learns to feel guilty. 
 

If a child lives with tolerance, He learns to be patient. 
 

If a child lives with encouragement, He learns confidence. 
 

If a child lives with praise, He learns to appreciate. 
 

If a child lives with fairness, He learns justice. 
 

If a child lives with security, He learns to have faith. 
 

If a child lives with approval, He learns to like himself. 
 

If a child lives with acceptance and friendship,  
 

He learns to find love in the world. 
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