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Set Free: Amanda Jones’ Story 
Our marriage revolved around Aaron’s drinking and 
drug use. I was trying as hard as I could to be the wife 
God wanted me to be. I strived to love Aaron, to en-
courage him, pray for him, speak the Word over him, 
and respect him, even when he 
didn’t deserve it. I got to the 
point where I couldn’t take it 
anymore. Something had to 
change or I was going to leave. 
That was a hard point to get to, 
but I was there. When we were 
discussing our options, Aaron 
said something that I believe 
opened the door for the Lord to 
start working on his heart. He 
said, “If it’s the Lord’s will for 
me to go to a year and a half pro-
gram, then that’s what I’m going 
to do because I know that’s the 
only thing that will work.” That 
night we prayed together expecting the Lord to speak 
to Aaron’s heart, and He did! Not even 5 minutes into 
our time of prayer and worship Aaron said, “I need to 
go to Teen Challenge.” Isn’t God so good? We as-
sumed he’d go to the TC in St. Louis, because we 
were more familiar with their program. When things 
didn’t work out with that center, we decided to get a 
hold of Teen Challenge of the Midlands. About a 
month later, we were on our way Colfax. 
 
It was Tuesday, March 14, 2005, when Aaron entered 
TC. It was a difficult day, but that night the Lord told 

me we were in His perfect will. That excited me. The 
following Sunday, I found out I was pregnant with our 
second child. I was shocked and fearful that Aaron 
would come home. I spent a lot of time praying that 

Aaron would be excited about 
the baby, but would stick it out 
and finish what he had started. 
During our first visit I told him 
we were pregnant, and he was 
everything I had been praying; 
he felt blessed having another 
baby, but knew he needed to 
stay. 
 
It was really hard being pregnant 
and taking care of our 2 year old, 
on top of being away from 
Aaron. I have a tendency to be 
extremely emotional when I’m 
pregnant, and there were many 

days I wanted to give up and tell him to come home. 
During those times, the Lord showed me what it 
meant to depend on Him and His strength, not my 
husband. He showed me that He is always there, even 
when my husband isn’t. 
 
It came time for our baby girl, Laia, to be born. We 
did not know if Aaron would make it in time for her 
birth because for someone to go pick him up and 
bring him back would be about 8 hours. We prayed 
that the Lord would work it out to where Aaron 
wouldn’t miss any of it. But ultimately, we prayed the 

We are inviting the wives of our students to attend a 
special event, which takes place annually here at Col-
fax Teen Challenge. A group of people from a number 
of area churches comes in each February to bless the 
Teen Challenge students with a unique retreat experi-
ence. Scheduled for February 21–24, 2008, Cursillo is 
“a short course in Christian Living.” 
 
To attend Cursillo, you must commit yourself to at-
tend the whole retreat beginning on Thursday evening 
at 7:00 p.m. and ending around 5:00 p.m. on Sunday. 
There are not enough rooms for you to room with 
your husband, but you will be rooming with other 

wives – 2 or 3 per room. It has been my experience 
that the wives enjoy getting to know one another and 
establish lasting friendships. For much of the retreat, 
you will be with the women, but you may be with 
your husband for breaks, meals, and special activities. 
 
Wives of Omaha students as well as our Colfax stu-
dents are invited. I hope you will avail yourself of this 
wonderful opportunity. We would like to know by 
mid January if you plan to come. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call me at 515-674-9678 
or email me at judyaubuchon@msn.com. 
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Set Free: Amanda Jones’ Story, continued 
Lord’s will to be done. He ended up missing all of it. 
He walked into the room 8 minutes after I had her. 
We were confused at why he didn’t make it because 
the Lord knew the desire of our hearts, but we just 
thanked God for the time that we did get to spend to-
gether and trusted that His timing is perfect. It is not 
for us to ask why or question, but just to trust Him 
because He is trustworthy. 
 
When Aaron got back to TC, 30 days were added to 
the program as a discipline for something Aaron had 
done. That was a hard pill to swallow. We thought 
about the possibility of Aaron leaving the program, 
but there was just something in me from the very be-
ginning that said leaving was not an option. Nothing 
was more important than staying in the Lord’s will; 
no matter how crazy my emotions got, or how hard 
the circumstances seemed to be. We were going to 
finish what we had started. The Lord does not have us 
go through something and not give us the grace to get 
through it. He gives us the strength; we just need to 
use it. We were excited when he made it to Omaha. 
However, God knew I needed to face some things, 
and He gave me the help and strength that I needed. 
Now Aaron and I are closer because of it. 
 
Recently the Lord reminded me of a verse He had 
given me before Aaron went to Teen Challenge. He-
brews 11:10 says, “For he (Abraham) was [waiting 
expectantly and confidently] looking forward to the 
city which has fixed and firm foundations, whose Ar-
chitect and Builder is God.” I interpreted that “city” as 

my marriage. That’s what I wanted: my marriage to 
have a firm foundation. I wanted God alone to be the 
Architect and the Builder. That’s what happened 
through TC; we took our marriage from Satan, and 
gave it to the Lord. We made God our Foundation, 
our Rock. Matthew 7:25 says, “And the rain fell and 
the floods came and the winds blew and beat against 
that house; yet it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock.” What an awesome scripture. 
Notice it doesn’t say there are no storms. It specifi-
cally points out the rain, floods, and wind. There are 
still struggles, even after your husband comes home, 
there will still be storms. Like the verse says, the 
house did not fall, because our marriage has been 
founded on the Rock. That brings me hope and en-
couragement, especially during those storms. It shows 
me to turn to the Lord for strength when I’m feeling 
beat down and weary. 1Corinthians 10:13 says, “For 
no temptation has overtaken you and laid hold on you 
which is uncommon to man [that is, no temptation or 
trial has come to you that is beyond human resistance 
and that is not adjusted  and adapted and belonging to 
human experience, and such as man can bear].  But 
God is faithful [to His Word and His compassionate 
nature], and He [can be trusted] not to let you be 
tempted and tried and assayed beyond your ability and 
strength of resistance and power to endure, but with 
the temptation He will [always] provide the way out, 
that you may be capable and strong and powerful to 
bear up under it patiently.” 

God Is Doing Wonderful Things, continued 
cious time of prayer ministry to the couples. 
 
During the weekend, the Lows also provided private 
counseling for five of our couples. In addition to re-
ceiving wonderful Bible teaching and counseling, the 
couples also enjoyed great fellowship at meals, snack 
times, and free time. Late Saturday afternoon, we 
traveled to Pella, Iowa to enjoy food and fellowship at 
the Pizza Ranch and then tour the Pella Women’s 
Center that opened in June. One of the wives is also a 
student at the Pella Center. Therefore, we had another 
first at our Fall Wives’ Weekend. God’s presence was 
evident as we topped off the evening with an inspira-
tional bonfire service. 
 

Gift bags for the wives as well as some treats and lit-
tle gifts for their children were provided by New Life 
Assembly of God in Manchester, Iowa. Also helping 
with the expenses of the weekend were the Royal 
Ambassadors of Des Moines First Assembly and First 
Assembly of God in Jefferson City, Missouri. A big 
thank you to our contributors! 
 
The dates for the Winter Wives’ Weekend are January 
25-27. Our speakers will be Ray and Joyce Hender-
son. The Hendersons are returning speakers having 
spoken for the 2005 and 2006 Fall Wives’ Weekends. 
Please RSVP by January 9th if you plan to attend. 
You may call me at (515) 674-9678 or (515) 988-
2204 or email me at judyaubuchon@msn.com. 


