
ñ...I will make a way in the desert, and streams in the wastelandéò Isaiah 43:19 
A Publication of the  

Teen Challenge Wivesô Ministry 

Our Fall Wivesô Weekend took place October 27th 
through 29th at our beautiful Colfax campus. Ten of 
our studentsô wives attended. One of them described 
the weekend as ña wonderful, spirit-led weekend full 
of joy, tears and healing.ò Several others described it 
as ñawesome!ò Another said: ñGod is great! He is 
really healingéour marriages!ò 

Our speakers, Ray 
and Joyce Hender-
son, offered practi-
cal help to the cou-
ples from their 
forty-plus years of 
ministry and mar-
riage. In one of the 
teaching sessions, 
Joyce suggested 
some ñPrincipals 
to Help Your Mar-
riageò ï watch 
very little TV; 
spend time together; 
have fun in your home; and forgive and forget. Ray 
taught that marriage is a covenant commitment to be 
kept as opposed to the worldôs view of a contract to 
be broken.  He said that God would help us keep our 
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covenant with Him and our mate as we obey Him and 
enter into relationship with Him. 

For three of 
the wives, this 
was their first 
experience
with a Teen 
Challenge
Wivesô Week-
end. After sup-
per and orien-
tation on Fri-
day evening, 
we met in 

separate ses-
sions. The guysô session taught by Ray was 
ñRecapturing Your Spiritual Place in the Home.ò The 
wives enjoyed a ñGet Acquainted Share and Prayer 
Time.ò This session is always a significant time espe-
cially for the new wives to be welcomed and to hear 
the struggles and the victories of other wives. These 
women quickly relate to one another and realize they 
are not alone. They find hope and encouragement in 
God and in the company of the other wives. Godôs 
presence is always sweet as we pray for one another 
and seek His help. 

Following our separate sessions Friday evening, we 
came together in the chapel for a time of worship and 
prayer. After praying together as husband and wife, 
each couple was prayed for by either the Hendersons 
or the Aubuchons. The evening concluded with a fel-
lowship time, including a surprise baby shower for one 
of our couples. 

Saturday after enjoying Brunch, three lively teaching 
sessions, and great fellowship, we traveled to Pella, 
Iowa. Candace Wilson, our new Pella Womenôs  

(Continued, page 3) 

The men cooked for their wives! 

What a nice looking couple! 



Luke 2:6-14 
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In our last Oasis we featured the testimony of Jennifer 
Ridgway. The following paragraphs contain things 
that God taught Jennifer while she was taking the 
ñTeen Challenge Journeyò with her husband Scott. 
Jennifer writes: 

Ladies, I will share some nuggets with you that I have 
learned along the way. First, the only guarantee in life 
is the goodness of God and our eternal security as we 
follow Him. Donôt put all your eggs in your husbandôs 
basket. The kingdom of God is so much bigger than 
your situation. The most important thing is thisðare 
you surrendered?  Regardless of what your husband 
does, you are the daughter of the King of Kings, and 
He has a destiny and inheritance for you. He has a 
plan for you TODAY! Are you willing to follow Him 
and trust Him no matter what? He does desire healing 
for your marriage and your connection with Teen 
Challenge is evidence of that, but ultimately every-
thing boils down to where you are with God in the 
secret place of your heart. Is He Lord on the throne of 
your heart or is your husbandôs sobriety? When I 
thought everything in my marriage boiled down to my 
husband changing, God showed me I was wrong. He 
used the circumstances in my marriage to reveal areas 
of my heart which were not surrendered to Him. 

I had a lot of pride in my life. I always felt like I was 
the good one in my marriage and Scott was the ñbad 
sinful one.ò God showed me that my sins alone were 
enough to put Christ on the cross. He broke my heart 
regarding the sin in my own life. He is the only One 
who is good. Everything truly good comes from Him 

alone.
The Lord taught me about forgiveness. For a long 
time I would ñtryò so hard to forgive my husband. I 
would strive to forgive and didnôt realize that it was 
something that I was trying to do in my own strength. 
All of the forgiveness that we ever needed was pro-
vided at Calvary. There is nothing I can do to add to it 
or take away from it. All that I must do is surrender 
my heart to God and allow Him to forgive through 
me. I must remember the grace that He has given me 
with my own struggles with sin. 

We must be willing to go through the pain of healing. 
As God heals your marriages, some painful things 
may be brought into the light. In the past, I have com-
pared this to the type of healing that someone who is 
badly burned goes through. The healing process for 
them can be very painful. The burned, dead flesh has 
to be stripped away. Emotional healing can feel like 
that as well. As God strips away our flesh it can be 
painful, but it must happen for new life, hope and 
healing to come through. It is worth it. 

More than anything I know that I am loved by my 
Heavenly Father and I want to do whatever I have to 
in my pursuit of Him. Someday, it will just be He and 
I. My marriage, family, job, finances, etc will no 
longer exist. In Genesis 15:1 the Lord came to Abram 
and said ñDo not be afraid, Abram.  I am your shield, 
your very great reward.ò Ladies, know thisðyour 
reward is God. He is what we are striving for and you 
were created for His pleasure. 

Nuggets from Jennifer

...the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for 
them in the inn. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night.  

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of 
the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  

The True Gift of Christmas!



Page 3 Oasis 

My self-worth comes from what God says about me. 
When I believe Him, my attitude and behavior reflect 
my belief. Therefore I acknowledge and declare that: 

I am a child of the King, and I am His Friend. I am 
justified, united with Him in one spirit. I have been 
bought with a price and I belong to Him. (John 1:12; 
15:15; Romans 5:1; I Corinthians 6:17, 19-20) 

 I am a saint, adopted as His child, and I am a member 
of His body. Through the Holy Spirit I have access to 
God who has redeemed and forgiven me. I am com-
plete in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 1:1, 5; 2:18; I Corin-
thians 12:27; Colossians 1:14; 2:10) 

No longer am I condemned. I am free forever. No 
charges are against me. I know that all things work 
together for good on my behalf and I cannot be sepa-
rated from the love of God. (Romans 8:12; 8:31-34, 
35-39)

Being established, anointed, sealed by God, I am hid-
den with Jesus Christ in God, and I am a citizen of 
heaven. In confidence I know that what God has be-
gun in me is perfected. (II Corinthians 1:21-22; Co-
lossians 3:3; Philippians 3:20; 1:6) 

I have been given a spirit of power, love, and a sound 
mindðnot a spirit of fear. Grace and mercy are mine 
in time of need for I am born of God, and the evil one 
cannot touch me. (II Timothy 1:7; I John 5:18) 

I am salt and light to the world, a branch of the true 
vine and a channel of Christôs life, and I am chosen 
and appointed to bear fruit. (Matthew 5:13-14; John 
15:1, 5, 16) 

I am Christôs personal witness, and I am His temple. I 
am His co-worker and a minister of reconciliation for 
Him. (Acts 1:8; I Cor. 3:9, 16; II Cor. 5:17-21) 

I am seated in the heavenly realm with Christ, and I 
am His workmanship. With complete freedom and 
confidence I may approach God at any time. (Eph. 
2:10; 3:12) 

Therefore, because Christ accepts me, keeps me se-
cure and puts significant value on me, I know that I 
can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 
For greater is He that is in me, than he that is in the 
world. Hallelujah! (Philippians 4:13; I John 4:4) 

This ñDeclarationò was presented to us at the Sum-
mer Wivesô Week by Norm Wenig. He challenged us 
to read it out loud two times daily. He said anything 
you read aloud 100 times you will have memorized 
whether you planned to or not. Memorizing the Dec-
laration will give you a better understanding of who 
you are and what you have in Christ Jesus. 
(ñDeclarationò was written by Norm Wenig and used 
with his permission.) 

òDeclarationó by Norm Wenig

Center Director joined us. After more food, fun, and 
fellowship at the Pizza Ranch, Candace gave us a tour 
of the house in Pella that will soon become our new 
womenôs center. 

Later, what we thought would be a short time of wor-
ship and fellowship around a bonfire, became the 
highlight of the weekend as God moved in a powerful 
way. Pastor Ed shared a little of the Word and then 
asked for a couple of testimonies. Several couples 
shared and then one by one each of the remaining men 
gave praise to God for what He has done in their lives 
and their marriages. Our hearts were touched with the 
humility and sincerity of the men as they not only ex-

pressed praise and thanksgiving for the goodness and 
grace of God, but also their appreciation to their wives 
for standing with them as they take this Teen Chal-
lenge journey and grow in God. Several are sensing 
Godôs call to help other hurting families. 

Our Winter Wivesô Weekend is scheduled for January 
26th-28th. Our speakers will be Norm and Kathy 
Wenig. Norm is the Assistant District Superintendent 
for the Assemblies of God in Iowa. The Wenigs hold 
marriage seminars in churches all over Iowa. Please 
RSVP by January 10th if you plan to attend. You may 
call me at (515) 674-9678 or (515) 988-2204 or email 
me at j.aubuchon@tcmid.org.

Weekend Blessed by God, continued




