
Teen Challenge of the Midlands’ 7th Annual Golf
Marathon is coming up quickly! As always,
we are excited about this upcoming
event and would love to have you be a
part of it. The money generated by
this event will help support the
costs for housing and discipleship
training of the men in our min-
istry. With the 50% increase in
our student body, the cost is
greater, but we know that with
your help and prayers, the
needs will be met!

Van Harden, co-host of
WHO Radio’s Van and
Bonnie show, will join us
again to chair the marathon.
He has made an appeal to his
radio audience to participate
alongside him, as a foot injury
prevents him from playing this
year. He will have individuals both
golfing and raising financial support
for him.

Van’s participation in last year’s golf
marathon was a great time as he played golf
while broadcasting live from the course during his
morning show, which runs 5:00-9:00 a.m. During
this year’s event, he will again be broadcasting
live, and the publicity this gives Teen Challenge is
a huge blessing. We are anticipating a great
increase of awareness, support and participation!

If you’re a WHO listener, you know how crazy
things can get on the Van & Bonnie show, and
last year’s event proved it! Tune in regularly and
on the morning of September 21st, or drop by

the course and say hi! The event, which we are
pleased to announce is sponsored by

Vermeer Manufacturing Company of
Pella, Iowa, will be held at Terrace

Hills Golf course about one mile
east of Altoona, IA. Altoona is only
about ten minutes from our
Colfax center. If you need
directions, just give us a call.

Volunteer golfers play 100
holes in one day to help gen-
erate funds for the Teen
Challenge ministry. Golfers
secure pledges for each hole
played, practice their swing,
and then go for it! Prizes are
awarded throughout the day
for various contests, including

longest drive, longest putt, and
“closest to the pin”. 

This is a great opportunity
for folks to support the ministry

and meet Van Harden, some of our
students, staff, board members and

other friends of the ministry. We believe
you’ll be blessed by spending the day hearing

and seeing what God is doing in people’s lives. If
you are interested in being involved, desire golf
materials, or wish to make a pledge, please con-
tact Mervin Roth at (515) 674-3713 ext. 256 or
email him at m.roth@tcmid.org.

Keep this year’s marathon in your prayers.
We have a lot of fun each event and are definite-
ly looking forward to seeing what God is going to
do this year with your help!
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Set Free: A Testimony of God’s Saving Grace
My name is James. I am 21 years old and
have been at Teen Challenge for about seven
months now. We all have a story and this is
mine. 

The majority of my life was spent in a good
Christian home. Before the age of six,
my parents were unsaved and 
alcoholics and addicts, but in
1989 they decided they had
had enough and committed
their lives to the Lord. So as
a family, we became very
involved in a good church.
This was my life for ten
years and other than that,
life never really changed. I
remember dedicating my
life to Jesus at a young
age. I am not sure exactly
how old I was, but I do
remember feeling more like I
had to do it than like I wanted
to. This pattern of living up to
mom and dad’s standards 
dominated my life. 

As I got older, around the age of ten,
my parents pulled my older brother, my
younger sister and I out of school to 
homeschool us. When I was 13, we moved
about 30 miles to a larger town where our
church was. I became more active in church
with youth group. 

Throughout my childhood and young
teenage years, I had struggled with fitting in
and always trying to please everyone. Slowly,
I had begun to become rebellious. At the age
of 16 some situations took place that hurt me,
and I began to blame God and run from him. I
began trying to numb out through drugs. What

started with “just a little” marijuana, turned into
hard drugs intravenously before I even 
realized what I was doing. 

A few months before I turned 18, my 
parents had me court ordered into treatment. I

also started hearing about Teen
Challenge at this time. Though I had

not been in trouble with the law
yet, I knew that I.V. drugs were

going to kill me. 
After that first treatment,

I primarily used pot, but 
continued to use other
drugs, too. I also began to
get in trouble with the law.
Theft was a big thing for
me. I soon had a bunch of
charges and was on proba-
tion. Throughout all of this, I

would often break down and
go to my parents who would

try to counsel me, and my
mom often mentioned Teen

Challenge. 
October 31, 2003, I went to a

party with a plan and got everything I
planned for, but woke up November 1 feeling
completely broken. My parents had been
praying for me since I had stopped following
Jesus. I woke up that morning with the answer
to those prayers. I knew I had to go to Teen
Challenge and follow Jesus again. I knew
nothing else would satisfy my life and that if I
didn’t change soon, I would either kill myself,
or my Probation Officer would send me to
prison. 

Since I have been in Teen Challenge my life
has changed drastically. I am no longer bound
by guilt and shame. God has and is still heal-
ing areas of hurt from my past. I am learning
to be the man God made me to be. I am learn-
ing that life is not perfect but His love is! I have
begun to build Godly relationships here and
with my family. Life is not always easy and
often hurts, but I am committed to learning in
and through all of it.

“What started with “just
a little”...turned into hard

drugs intravenously...”


