Set Free: A Testimony of God’s Saving Grace

My name is Alan, and | am your average 35-
yearold from Ohio. | come from a one-parent
home with a mother who loves Jesus as well as
her two sons. My mother raised my brother and |
in the church. As most people with drug depend-
encies, | started out with marijuana, getting
high on a daily basis through my high
school years and into my early twen-
ties. When | was 18, | began using
any drug | could get my hands on;
my life was deteriorating fast. | was
living in my car with no hope.
Finally, | asked my mom for help.
She directed me to Teen Challenge.
At age 18, | entered the Greater
Piedmont  Teen  Challenge in
Greensboro, North Carolina. God met
me there. My life was changed around and
there was new hope. | found someone that cared
about me for who | was and not what | could
give. Jesus was my friend and was ready to love
me. | completed the program and moved on to
re-entry. When | got there, | began to slack on my
daily devotional time with God. It got to the point
where | spent no time at all in prayer or in the
Word. My relationship with the Lord was dimin-
ishing. | found myself in a relationship with a
married woman; sin was taking over my life
again in a rapid way. One thing led to another,
and before | knew it, | was right back into the
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same things | had just been delivered from. |
spent the next 15 years looking for an intimate
relationship with almost anyone. During this time,
| was able to graduate culinary school and start
my own business. | began to use cocaine, which
took my business down the tubes. | was
becoming weary, tired of working and
tired of living the same old life. In
spring of 1998, | went to county jail
for 30 days. The day | was released
was to be the turning point in my
life, but instead of choosing to learn
from my mistakes and turning to
God, | turned to bitterness and
anger. For the next four years, | was
supernaturally kept alive. | stayed high
for 1,460 days straight, smoking $700
worth of crack cocaine a day and selling it to
support my habit. Within four months, my house
burned down and what did not burn was stolen.
The Lord had mercy on me and brought me back
to His heart through Teen Challenge of the
Midlands. | have seen “Christ with skin on.” The
Lord has shown me how to have an intimate rela-
tionship with Him. | have learned to die to my self
and my agenda. | am no longer defined as a
drug-addict or a chef. What | am is a disciple of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and His ways are my ways.
This is my daily goal, and Jesus loves me no mat-
ter what!
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Reading Enhancement & GED Classes Flourish

A new reading enhancement class has been
started at Teen Challenge of the Midlands. The
purpose of this class is to help students that
need to develop their

Since beginning this training nine students
have received their GED and it's a valuable
tool to prepare them for life outside of Teen
Challenge.

reading and writing
skills in order to func-
tion more effectively in
the world. Various Teen [
Challenge staff mem-
bers attended training
at Des Moines Area

“My name is Josh. | am
1 25 years old and in the
4| reentry phase of Teen
Challenge  of  the
Midlands. Years ago,

Community  College
(DMACC). DMACC

also provided some [

when | dropped out of
school, | always thought
that, in time, | would
| return. However, my

materials for the class.

Upon induction into the Teen Challenge pro-
gram, all students are given a diagnostic reading
test. Those in need of help are then identified
and given further festing to identify more spe-
cific areas in which they are in need of assis-
tance. Teen Challenge then uses a variety of
resources to help stu-
dents master the skills
that they need to work
on. Students are also
posttested after a period
of time so that their |
progress can be docu-
mented. Diane Llarson,
wife of Assistant to the
Executive Director, Bob
Larson, is the instructor
of the new program and
there are currently four
students in the class.

The Teen Challenge GED program is also
doing very well. Students that enter the pro-
gram that have not completed high school, are
required to study for and take their GED exams
before moving on to reentry in Omaha.
Recently, one student was able to participate
in commencement exercises at DMACC.

Students studying during GED Class

lifestyle  would  not
agree. The paradigms
in my life began to show through in many dif-
ferent ways. A rejection issue that stemmed
from not enough attention from my mother and
a never-present father stirred up a “not good
enough” attitude about myself. This also led to
the mindset of thinking | was not smart enough
to succeed. | decided
that | would have to live
without my education.
Through Teen Challenge,
that all changed. August
27, 2002, | entered the
program to allow Jesus
Christ to take full control
of my life. Now, | am a
GED graduate! | never
could have done it with-
out the teachers at Teen

GED Studem‘s af the Des Moines Area Community  Chgllenge that allow
College Commencement excise

God to use them and in
turn, lead us to Him.”

It is the heart of Teen Challenge staff, that not
only are students trained spiritually , but also
be equipped to live successful lives outside of
Teen Challenge. The Reading Enhancement
and GED classes are just two of the ways we
are working to do that.
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